
 

Rule 4 Section 3 a 4 and Rule 4 Section 6 c 
Situation/Play 

The defensive manager makes a change that sends the EP to play defensively and the umpire allows 
it. Two innings later the opposite manager protest the game because of that, and the plate umpire 
does not make any corrections. What is the ruling? What should the league order in this case? 

Ruling: 

The EP (Extra Player) is used in Slow Pitch.  The rules covering the use of the EP are Rule 4 
Section 3 a 4 and Rule 4 Section 6 c 

Rule 4 Section 3 a 4 says: 

3. Players 
4. A team shall consist of players in the following position 
5. Slow Pitch with an Extra Player (EP).  Eleven players: same as slow pitch plus an EP who 

bats in the line up 

Rule 4 Section 6 c says: 

6. Extra Player (SP only) 
7. If an EP is used, all eleven must bat AND ANY TEN CAN PLAY DEFENSE.  Defensive 

positions can be changed, but the batting order must stay the same. 

In the situation you describe, the EP may play defense so the umpire was correct in allowing the EP 
to play defense.  There should only be 10 defensive players on the field at any time however the 
rules allow the EP to be one of those defensive players. 

The umpire was correct in not making any corrections and the protest should not be allowed.  The 
league should do nothing else. 

Rules Cited: Rule 4 Section 3 a 4 and Rule 4 Section 6 c 

Issued January 17, 2010 

Situation/Play: 

Within what time period does a coach have to change a pitcher before being charged with a 
defensive conference. 



Ruling: 

The coach’s opportunity to tell the umpire of a pitching change begins when time is called by the 
umpire to allow the coach to either talk to the umpire or the pitcher.  If the coach goes to talk to the 
pitcher, the conversation with the pitcher ends when the coach crosses back over the foul line to go 
to the dugout or to talk to the umpire.  If the coach does do not change the pitcher after he crosses 
back over the foul line and before the umpire puts the ball back in play by saying play ball it is a 
charged conference.  If the coach changes the pitcher after crossing the foul line but before the 
umpire puts the ball in play it is not a charged conference. 

Rule Cited:  Rule 5 Section 8 b Note 2 

 


