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BASEBALL

The first Baseball
demonstration game was
played at the Stockholm
Olympics in 1912.

Leslie Mann, the

first President of the
International Baseball
Federation put together
two teams for another
demonstration game at the
Berlin 1936 Olympics, which
attracted over 100,000
spectators.

At the 1952 Olympics,
Baseball was introduced to
the spectators of Helsinki,
Finland.
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More demonstration
games were played in
Melbourne in 1956,
featuring another
100,000+ crowd and in
Tokyo in 1964.

The great success of
the demonstration
tournament at the Los
Angeles 1984 Olympics
paved the way for
Baseball as an Olympic
medal sport.

Japan won.
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USA won the demonstration tournament

in Seoul in 1988. Before Baseball officially
joined the Olympic programme from 1992 to
2008.

Cuba dominated, earning gold medals in
1992 and 1996.

USA, led by Hall of Fame manager Tom
Lasorda, won in 2000 in front of sold out
crowds.
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Cuba defeated Australia for the
gold medal in 2004 in Athens.
Japan was the disappointment,
finishing third despite fielding a
dream team.

In Beijing, Korea defeated Cuba for
gold.
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SOFTBALL

The first Softball World
Championships took place in
Melbourne, Australia in 1965,
following which the 10C officially
recognised the sport of softball in
1977.

World Softball Day on 13 June,
celebrates the moment when the

10C officially announced in 1991 that
Softball would be part of the Olympic
programme, starting with the Atlanta
1996 Games.

Softball has always enjoyed very good
crowds.
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USA defeated China in the final on home
soil at Atlanta 1996, before going on to win
two more gold medals in Sydney in 2000
and in Athens in 2004.

Japan earned the last gold medal in Beijing
in 2008.
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Today, the WBSC has all of
the foundations in place

to be a strong, reliable and
flexible partner for future
Organising Committees and
the International Olympic
Committee, and so we look
forward to our ever evolving
and growing role within the
Olympic Movement.
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From U-12, Baseball5 and
eSport all the way up to
professional leagues and
the Premier12, the WBSC
provides opportunities for
everyone.

Baseball and Softball

are based on team spirit,
authenticity, high skill and
entertainment.
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The WBSC has a global
presence with every Olympic
continent represented in the
top 10 of the WBSC World
Rankings.

Baseball5 is the first-ever
Olympic sport featuring
only mixed gender teams.

It will appear on the Sport
Programme of the Dakar
2026 Youth Olympic Games.

Baseball and Softball in
Fukushima demonstrates
how the WBSC can provide
a vehicle to inspire hope and
regeneration.
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Professional organisational
structures in place to make it
an ideal partner for the 10C,
ASOIF and all OCOGs.

Established its headquarters
next to the Olympic Capital,
making a statement of the
WBSC's commitment to the
Olympic Movement.
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Partnership agreements in
place with the world’s top
professional leagues and
a robust ranking system
to ensure top quality
competition at all our
events.

A financially-stable event
model.

Featured in the inaugural
Olympic Virtual Series
with Baseball, showcasing
the WBSC's ambition to
embrace eSport and the
opportunities it provides.
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Created an Integrity Unit to enhance governance, RETYU—VBRAR—YZBIEL A/NF VR ERIE TR
transparency and athletes' rights promoting safe U—hOEFZ R T 7o) RN > T 7 T2y
and clean sport. N ERIL,
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strength of each nation.



Be among the most anticipated events.

Connect people from around the globe to the Olympic
Brand, especially the Japanese, Korean and Mexican
communities living in California.

Represent the biggest women's team sport in the US.
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Showcase Baseball and Softball’s global appeal.

Provide the ultimate national team sport experience.

Be played in iconic, existing sport facilities (like in LA84).

Generate some of the Games' largest revenues,
repeating the success of Baseball at the LA84 Games.

See the return of Baseball and Softball to their
birthplace.

Be played in packed venues featuring a passionate and
diverse fanbase.

Showcase state of the art innovative digital fan
engagement.
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It's Game Time!




