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Slide 25 – Corrected – movements of U1.
Slide 26 - Corrected – movements of U1.
Slide 29 – Corrected – U3 responsibilities regarding BR. 
Slide 41 – Corrected - U1 will go out on all fly balls. 
Slide 53 – Corrected – U3 will go out on TROUBLE only. 
Slide 64 – Corrected – heading (Fly ball to LCF).

Recent changes
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Mechanics Concepts:

• With no runners on base, U1 or U3 will go out on ALL f ly balls (catchable-fair/foul/boundary) and line drives that are
his/her responsibility.

• With one runner on base, the wing umpire will go out on ALL flyballs and line drives (catchable-fair/foul/boundary)
to the outfield that are his/her responsibility.

• With multiple runners, umpires will only go out on flyballs and line drives to the outfield that are trouble.
• Umpires ARE required to go out from the middle of the infield on trouble balls. 
• Unless in unusual circumstances (possible out-of-play line, spectator interference etc.), umpires will not go out on 
clear base hits. 

• The crew needs to communicate and work together at all times.
• The practice of “rimming” (moving on the outside of the base line) is an acceptable practice for WBSC Europe umpires 
if situation allows it. It is, however, often discouraged. 

• In many cases umpires have to split the difference and react.
• Any time any umpire goes out on a fly ball, movements revert to the two umpire system. 

• Knowledge and mastery of the two umpire system is imperative for the mastery of the three umpire system. 

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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StartingPositions
1. BOXTHEM IN
2.COMMUNICATION IS VERY 

IMPORTANT
3. INFIELD UMPIRES MAYGO OUT
4. BALK CONCENTRATION
5. BASIC OUTFIELD COVERAGE
6.OVERTHROWS

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base UmpireU1

U3

D
A

deB

C Position C

PU Home Plate Umpire

Position deep B

A Position A

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

Position Deep Cd  e  C

deBd   e  C

C

sA

Position DD

Position Shallow AsA
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3rd Base Umpire

THE FIRST BASE UMPIRE IS KEY 
FOR OUTFIELD COVERAGE. HE/SHE 
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
CENTERFIELDER STRAIGHT IN, 
STRAIGHT BACK AND ALL THE 
WAY TO THE RIGHT FIELD 
FENCE

1st Base UmpireU1

Center FieldCF

CF

U1

U3

U3

U3 U1

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INITIAL POSITIONS &OUTFIELD 
COVERAGE.
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U1

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base Umpire 

Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INFIELD CATCHCOVERAGE

THIS IS SUGGESTED CATCH 
COVERAGE. HOWEVER EYE 
CONTACT BETWEEN UMPIRES IS 
IMPORTANT. U3

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base UmpireU1

U3

PU Home Plate Umpire 6



1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

3rd Base Umpire

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base UmpireU1

U3

U3 U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
FAIR | FOUL COVERAGE

PU Home Plate Umpire 7



Hit

BR

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base UmpireU1

U3

PU HAS ANYPLAYON
BR AT3RD BASE.

U3 HAS ALL PLAYSON
BR AT2ND BASE.

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path UNTIL BR REACHES 
2ND BASE.

WHEN BR STARTS 
ADVANCING TO 3RD
BASE.

U3 U1

U1 WATCHES BR TOUCH 1ST 
BASE &BEGINS TO MOVE 

TOWARDS HOME.
U3

U1PU

U1

BR

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
CLEAN HIT TO THE OUTFIELD.

U1 starts moving to Home plate when
the Batter Runner Reaches second
base.
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1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

PU

CFFLYBALL TO RIGHT FIELD -
NO CATCH.

LF

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

RF

LF Left Field

Right Field CF Center Field

WHEN BR REACHES 
SECOND BASE THE PLATE

UMPIRE RETREATS.

U1 GOES OUT ON THE PLAY.

U3

RF

U1

PU

BR

PU

PU

U3

U3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

BR
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1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

PU

CFFLYBALL TO LEFT FIELD -
NO CATCH.

RF

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

RF

LF Left Field

Right Field CF Center Field

BR

U3 GOES OUT ON 
THE PLAY.

PU HAS ANYPLAYON
BR AT HOME.

LF

U1

U1 HAS ANYPLAYON
BR AT1ST, 2ND OR 3RD.

U3

PU

U1

BR
U1

U3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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R1

3rd Base Umpire

Runner on 1st

CF

U1

U3

U3

U3

PU

R1Center Field
U3 INITIAL POSITION CAN 
BE EITHER IN “DEEP 
C”OR “DEEP B”.

U3 HAS CF MOVING 
TO HIS RIGHT AND 
WILL GO OUT ON 
TROUBLE ONLY.

U1

U1 1st Base Umpire
R1

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INITIAL POSITIONS &OUTFIELD 
COVERAGE.

CF

U1 HAS CFSTRAIGHT IN, 
BACK AND TO HIS LEFT ALL 
THE WAY TO THE RF FENCE
AND WILL GO OUT ON 

ALL FLY BALLS.

PU HAS LEFT FIELDER 
GOING TOWARDS THE LINE.. U3
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R1

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INFIELD CATCHCOVERAGE

THIS IS SUGGESTED CATCH 
COVERAGE. HOWEVER EYE 
CONTACT BETWEEN UMPIRES IS 
IMPORTANT.

3rd Base UmpireU3

R1
1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Runner on 1st

3rd Base Umpire

U3

U1 1st Base Umpire
R1

PU Home Plate Umpire

U1 IN THE “SHALLOW A” 
POSITION WHEN 
RUNNER IS HELD AT 
FIRST BASE
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1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

3rd Base UmpireU3

R1

U3

R1 Runner on 1st

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
FAIR | FOUL COVERAGE

U1 1st Base Umpire
R1

PU Home Plate Umpire 13



R1

U3

Base Hit

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

R1 Runner on 1st

U3 WATCHES THE TOUCH AT 2ND 
AND THEN PICKS UP THE BATTER 

RUNNER.

PU HAS ANYPLAYON

UNTIL R1 REACHES 
2ND BASE.

WHEN R1 COMMITS 
TO 3RD BASE.

U1

U1 WATCHES BR TOUCH 1ST BASE & 
BEGINS TO MOVE TOWARDS HOME.

U3

PU

BR

U1

R1

BR U1U1 1st Base Umpire R1 AT3RD BASE.
R1

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
CLEAN HIT TO THE OUTFIELD.
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CF

LF RF

ROUTINE FLYBALL WITH LEFT FIELD ER GOING 
TOWARDS LINE - CATCH

Fly Ball CATCH

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

RF

LF Left Field

CF Center Field

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field

U3

PU

R1

R1

R1

U1 1st Base Umpire

R1PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1

U1

U1 ALWAYS COMES 
IN TO “PROTECT“ 
AND DROPS 
DOWN AFTER 
THE CATCH 
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CF

LF

R1

RF

FLYBALL TO RIGHT FIELD -
NO CATCH

BR1st Base Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

PU HAS ANYPLAYON R1 AT3RD BASE. IF NO 
PLAY AT 3RD ON R1 THE PU MUST RETREAT
HOME.

Right Field Center Field

U1

U1 GOES OUT ON THE PLAY.PU

BR

U1

R1

R1

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U3 ASSUMES WORKING AREA  
AND PICKS UP BR

U3

U3

U3

R1
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CF

LF RF

FLYBALL TO RIGHT FIELD -
CATCH

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

RF

LF Left Field

CF Center Field

R1 Runner on 1st

PU MIRRORS THE MOVEMENTS OF R1
NOTE: IF THE BALL WASNOT CAUGHT PU

WOULD TAKE THE PLAYAT 3RD BASE.

Right Field

R1

R1

R1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1

U1

U1 GOES OUT ON THE PLAY.

U3

U3

U3

U3 ASSUMES WORKING AREA  
AND PICKS UP R1 AFTER THE 

CATCH

PU

PU

R1
R1
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CF

R1

RF

FLYBALL TO LEFT FIELD -
NO CATCH

R1

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Base Hit

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field
LF

OPTION

PU HAS ANYPLAYON
R1 AT3RD BASE.

PU

U1

UNTIL R1 REACHES 
2ND BASE.

WHEN R1 COMMITS 
TO 3RD BASE.

U1 WATCHES BR TOUCH 
1ST BASE &BEGINS TO 

MOVE TOWARDS HOME.

PU
PU

U3

U1

BR
U1

R1

BR

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U3

U3 PICKS UP BR AFTER U1 
RELEASES TO HOME PLATE
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RF

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT|CENTER 
FIELD - NO CATCH

R1

U3

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Base Hit

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

U1 MOVES IN TO PROTECT U3 IMMEDIATELY
AFTERTHEBALLISHIT.

AS SOON AS U3 GOES OUT U1 HAS ALL PLAYS
AT1ST, 2ND &3RD.

BR

R1

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT 
CENTER FIELD, NO CATCH,U3 

GOES OUT.

PU HAS ANYPLAYON R1 AT3RD BASE. 
IF NO PLAY AT R1 AT 3RD PU MUST

RETREAT.
NOTE: IF THE BALL IS WASCAUGHT PU

WOULD STAYAT HOME.

CF

LF

PU

U1
R1

PU

U3

U1

BR

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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R1

3rd Base Umpire

Runner on 1st

CF

U1

U3

U3

U3

PU

R1Center Field
U3 INITIAL POSITION IS 
STRICT C (50/50 MOUND V. 
CUTOUT)

U3 HAS CF MOVING 
TO HIS RIGHT AND 
WILL GO OUT ON 
TROUBLE ONLY.

U1

U1 1st Base Umpire

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INITIAL POSITIONS &OUTFIELD 
COVERAGE.

CF

U1 HAS CF STRAIGHT IN, 
BACK AND TO HIS LEFT  ALL 
THE WAY TO THE RF FENCE 
AND WILL GO OUT ON 

TROUBLE ONLY.

PU HAS LEFT FIELDER 
GOING TOWARDS THE LINE..

R1

R2

R2
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1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

R1
U3

R2

R1

3rd Base UmpireU3

R2 Runner on 2nd

Runner on 2nd

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
FAIR | FOUL COVERAGE

U1 1st Base Umpire R2

R1

PU Home Plate Umpire 21



Runner’s Path

U1 MAY RIM ONLY 
WHEN THERE IS NO 
POSSIBILITYOF A PLAY 
INTO 2B ON BR.

Base Runner U3

R2

R1

Hit

R1

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

U1

PU

U3

R2 Runner on 2nd

Runner on 2nd

U1

R2

R1

BR

BR

R1

R2

PU

U3

U1

BR
U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
CLEAN HIT TO THE OUTFIELD
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CF

LF

R1

RF

FLYBALL TO RIGHT FIELD -
NO CATCH

BR

U3

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

PU IF THE BALL IS CAUGHT, PU HAS
THE PLAY AT 3RD BASE IF R2 TRIES
TO ADVANCE. IF THE BALL IS
DROPPED, PU RETREATS
IMMEDIATELY.

Right Field Center Field

PU

U1

R2

R1

U1 GOES OUT ON THE PLAY.

R2

R2 Runner on 2nd

U3 IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL 
PLAYSON THE BASES. IF THE 
BALL IS CAUGHT, HE HAS THE 

TAGUPS OF R1 &R2.

U3

U1

BR

R2

R1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

PU

PU
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R2 Runner on 2nd

CF

LF RF

FLYBALL TO LEFT FIELD -
CATCH

U3

PU IS RESPONSIBLE FOR RULING ON 
FAIR &FOUL / CATCH &NO CATCH, 

AND ALSO READS THE RUNNERS FOR 
APOSSIBLE PLAYAT 3RD BASE.

PU

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R2

U1

U1 WATCHES THE 
RUNNERS &HAS ANY 

PLAYS AT HOME PLATE.

R2

R1

U3

U1

R1

R1

R1

PU

PU

R2

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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RF

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT|CENTER 
FIELD - NO CATCH

U1 MOVES IN TO PROTECT U3 IMMEDIATELY
AFTERTHEBALLISHIT.

ASSOON ASTHE 3RD BASE UMPIRE GOES
OUT U1 HAS ALLPLAYSAT 1ST, 2ND &3RD.

BR

R1

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT 
CENTER FIELD, NO CATCH, U3 

GOES OUT.

CF

LF

R2

R1

R2

1st Base Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R2 Runner on 2nd

U3

U1

R2

R1

BR

PU Home Plate Umpire

U1U3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

PU STARTS ADVANCING TO 3RD TO 
COVER R2‘S TAG-UP. RETREATS 
IMMEDIATELY WHEN BALL IS 

DROPPED. 25PU



RF

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT|CENTER 
FIELD - CATCH

CF

LF

U1

R2

R1

1st Base Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R2 Runner on 2nd

PU HAS APLAYON R2 AT3RD BASE IF
THE BALL IS CAUGHT, IF NO PLAY AT 

THIRD, PU MUST RETREAT.

U1 MOVES IN TO PROTECT U3 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE BALL IS 
HIT&HAS POTENTIAL TAG -UPS
AT1ST &2ND &ALL PLAYSAT
1ST, 2ND &3RD EXCEPT PLAY 
ON R2 INTO 3RD WHEN PU 

COVERS. 

R1

R1

R1R2

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT 
CENTER FIELD, NO CATCH, U3 

GOES OUT.

U3

U3

R2

U1

PU

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

26PU



RF

FLYBALL TO LEFT|CENTER FIELD -
NO CATCH

BR

R1

CF

LF

U1

R2

U3

R2U3 DOES NOT GO 
OUT ON THE PLAY.

1st Base Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R2 Runner on 2nd

R1

R2

U3

U1

BR

R1

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

PU STARTS ADVANCING TO 3RD TO 
COVER R2‘S TAG-UP. RETREATS 
IMMEDIATELY WHEN BALL IS 

DROPPED. 

U1 MOVES IN TO PROTECT U3 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE BALL IS 
HIT AND HAS ANY PLAY ON THE  
BR  AT  FIRST AND SECOND BASE 

AND ANY PLAY AT SECOND AFTER 
U3 SLIDES TO THIRD

27



U1 MAY RIM ONLY 
WHEN THERE IS NO 
POSSIBILITYOF A 
PLAY INTO 2B ON  BR.

Runner’s path

Hit

U3R1

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

U1

PU

U3

R2 Runner on 2nd

Runner on 2nd

R2

R2

R1R3

R3 Runner on 3rd

Base RunnerBR

R3

BR

R1
U1

BR

R1

R2

U1

U3

U1

R3PU

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
CLEAN HIT TO THE OUTFIELD
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CF

LF RF

FLYBALL TO LEFT FIELD LINE -
CATCH

PU MOVES UP FOR BEST POSSIBLE VIEW 
FOR FAIR/FOUL CALL, &HAS 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TAGUP WITH R3.

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R2

U3

U3 WATCHES FOR THE TAGUP OF R2
&HAS ALLPLAYSAT2ND AND 3RD EXCEPT 

PLAYS ON THE BR ON 2ND.

R2

R1R3

R2 Runner on 2nd R3 Runner on 3rd
R3

R1

R1

U1

U3 U3

PU

PU

R2

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1

R1
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CF

LF RF

FLYBALL TO RIGHT FIELD -
CATCH

U1

U3 ASSUMES THE WORKING 
AREA AND HAS TO SPLIT THE 

DIFFERENCE - HAS THE 
POTENTIAL TAGUPS AT 1ST & 

2ND BASE AND ANY PLAY ON 
ANY BASE. 

R2

R3

R21st Base Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R2 Runner on 2nd R3 Runner on 3rd

U1GOES OUT ON 
THE PLAY.

U3

R1

R1

R1R2

R3

U1

R3 R1
PU MOVES FOR THE BEST VIEW 

FOR THE TAGUP OF R3.
PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U3

PU 30



RF

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT|CENTER 
FIELD - CATCH

U1 MOVES IN TO PROTECT U3 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE 

BALL IS HIT, HAS TAG UPS OF 
R2 AND R1 AND ANY PLAY ON 

ANY BASE. 

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT CENTER 
FIELD, CATCH,U3 GOES OUT.

CF

LF

U1U3

R2

R3

R21st Base Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R2 Runner on 2nd R3 Runner on 3rd

U3

U1

U1

R3

R2

R1

R1

R1

R3 R1

PU MOVES FOR THE BEST VIEW 
FOR THE TAGUP OF R3.

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

PUPU 31



RF

FLYBALL TO LEFT|CENTER FIELD -
CATCH

CF

LF

R2

PU

R3

R2

R1R3

PU MOVES FOR THE BEST VIEW 
FOR THE TAGUP OF R3 &HAS ALL 
POSSIBLE PLAYSAT THE PLATE.

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R2 Runner on 2nd R3 Runner on 3rd

U1
U3

U3 IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
CATCH/NO CATCH, &HAS 

THE TAGUP OF R2 AS WELL 
ASALLPLAYSAT2ND BASE 

OR 3RD BASE.

R1
R1

U3

U1

R3

R2

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1 MOVES IN TO PROTECT  
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE BALL IS 
HIT AND HAS ANY PLAY ON THE  
BR  AT  FIRST AND SECOND BASE 

AND ANY PLAY AT SECOND AFTER 
U3 SLIDES TO THIRD

R1

PU 32



U1

U3

U3

PU

R1
U3 INITIAL POSITION IS 
STRICT C (50/50 MOUND V. 
CUTOUT)

U3 HAS CF MOVING 
TO HIS RIGHT AND 
WILL GO OUT ON 
TROUBLE ONLY.

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INITIAL POSITIONS &OUTFIELD 
COVERAGE.

CF

U1 HAS CF STRAIGHT IN, 
BACK AND TO HIS LEFT  ALL 
THE WAY TO THE RF FENCE 
AND WILL GO OUT ON 

TROUBLE ONLY.

PU HAS LEFT FIELDER 
GOING TOWARDS THE LINE..

R3

R1

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

U1

PU

CF

U3

Center Field

Runner on 2nd

R3 Runner on 2nd

R1R3
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Hit

PU

Runner’s path

R1

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

U1

PU

U3

Runner on 2nd

R1R3

R3 Runner on 3rd

Base RunnerBR

R3

R1
U1

PU STAYSATHOME AND IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL PLAYS AT 

THE PLATE.

BR

R3

R1

U3

U3 U3

U1
BR

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
CLEAN HIT TO THE OUTFIELD
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RF

FLYBALL TO LEFT|CENTER FIELD -
CATCH

CF

LF

R3

PU MOVES FOR THE BEST 
VIEW FOR THE TAGUP OF R3 
&HAS ALL POSSIBLE PLAYS 

ATTHE PLATE.

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R3 Runner on 3rd

U3

U3 IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR CATCH/NO CATCH.

R1R3

R1

R1

R1

PU

PU

PU

R3

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1

U1

U1 MOVES IN TO PROTECT  
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE BALL IS 
HIT. WHEN THE BALL IS CAUGHT, 

U1 DROPS DOWN TO FOUL 
TERITORRY. 
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FLYBALL TO RIGHT FIELD -
CATCH

CF

LF

R3

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R3 Runner on 3rd

U1

U3 OBSERVES R1’S POTENTIAL 
TAGUP, THEN MOVES INTO THE 
BEST POSITION FOR ALL PLAYS 

ON THE BASES.

R1R3

RF

U1 HAS THE CATCH/ 
NO CATCH.

U3

PU MOVES FOR THE BEST 
VIEW FOR THE TAGUP OF 
R3 & HAS ALL POSSIBLE 

PLAYSATTHE PLATE.

R1

R1

R1

PU

PU

PU

R3

U1

U3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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CF

LF RF

FLYBALL TO LEFT FIELD LINE -
NO CATCH

PU

R3

BR

R1

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R3 Runner on 3rd

R1R3

U3

U3 U3

BR

U1U1

R3

R1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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RF

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT|CENTER 
FIELD - CATCH

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT 
CENTER FIELD, CATCH, 

U3 GOES OUT.

CF

LF

U3

R3

PU MOVES FOR THE BEST 
VIEW FOR THE TAGUP OF R3.

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R3 Runner on 3rd

R1R3

R1

R1

R1

PU

PU

PU

R3

U1
U1

U3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1 MOVES IN TO PROTECT U3 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE BALL IS 

HIT AND HAS TAG UP OF R1 AS 
WELL AS ANY PLAY AT ANY BASE
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RF

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT|CENTER 
FIELD - NO CATCH

DEEP FLYBALL TO LEFT 
CENTER FIELD, U3 GOES

OUT, NO CATCH,.

CF

LF

U3

PU
R1R3

R3

BR

R1
U1

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R1 Runner on 1st

Right Field Center Field

R3 Runner on 3rd

U3

BR

U1

R1

R3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1 MOVES IN TO PROTECT U3 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE BALL IS 
HIT AND HAS  ANY PLAY AT ANY 

BASE
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U1

U3

PU

U3 HAS CF STRAIGHT IN, 
BACK, CF TO HIS RIGHT ALL 

THE WAY TO THE LF 
FENCE AND WILL GO 
OUT ALL FLY BALLS.

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INITIAL POSITIONS &OUTFIELD 
COVERAGE LESS THAN 2 OUTS.

CF

U1 HAS CF TO HIS LEFT  
ALL THE WAY TO THE RIGHT 

FIELDER, TROUBLE ONLY

PU HAS RIGHT FIELDER 
GOING TOWARDS THE LINE..

CF

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base Umpire

R2 Runner on 2nd

U1

U3

Center Field

PU Home Plate Umpire

R2

R2

U3
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U1

U3

U3

PU

U3 INITIAL POSITION IS 
STRICT C (50/50 MOUND V. 
CUTOUT)

U3 HAS CF MOVING 
TO HIS RIGHT AND 
WILL GO OUT ON 
TROUBLE ONLY.

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INITIAL POSITIONS &OUTFIELD 
COVERAGE 2 OUTS

CF

U1 HAS CF STRAIGHT IN, 
BACK AND TO HIS LEFT  ALL 
THE WAY TO THE RF FENCE 
AND WILL GO OUT ON 

ALL FLY BALLS.

PU HAS LEFT FIELDER 
GOING TOWARDS THE LINE..

CF

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base UmpireU1

R2 Runner on 2nd

U3

Center Field

PU Home Plate Umpire

R2

R2

41



U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INFIELD CATCHCOVERAGE

THIS IS SUGGESTED CATCH 
COVERAGE. HOWEVER EYE 
CONTACT BETWEEN UMPIRES IS 
IMPORTANT.

R2

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base Umpire 

Home Plate Umpire

R2 Runner on 2nd

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base UmpireU1

U3

U3

R2

PU Home Plate Umpire 42



1st Base Umpire

3rd Base Umpire

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base UmpireU1

U3

U3

R2

U1

Home Plate Umpire

R2 Runner on 2nd

R2

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
FAIR | FOUL COVERAGE WITH LESS 
THAN 2 OUTS
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U3 U11st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

3rd Base Umpire

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base UmpireU1

U3

R2 Runner on 2nd

R2

R2

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
FAIR | FOUL COVERAGE WITH 
2 OUTS
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U3

1st Base Umpire

Base Hit

U1

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

R2 Runner on 2nd Base

U1

BR
R2

R2

R2

U3

BR

U1

PU Home Plate Umpire

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
CLEAN HIT TO THE OUTFIELD
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LF RF

FLYBALL TO CENTER FIELD -
CATCH

U1 OBSERVES R2 TAG 
UP AT 2ND BASE
AND HAS ALL 
PLAYS AT R2 AT 
SECOND AND 
THIRD

1st Base Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

RF

LF Left Field

CF Center Field

R2 Runner on 2nd

Right Field

CF

R2

R2

U3
R2

U3

PU Home Plate Umpire

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1

U1

U3 GOES OUT ON 
THE PLAY.
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1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

PU

CFFLYBALL TO LEFT FIELD -
NO CATCH

RF

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF Right Field CF Center Field

U3 GOES OUT ON 
THE PLAY.

PU STAYSATHOME AND WATCHES
R2’S TOUCH OF 3RD BASE.

LF

U3

PU

U1

BR

U1 WATCHES FOR THE BR’S 
TOUCH OF 1ST BASE. IF THE 

BALL IS CAUGHT, U1 HAS 
THE POTENTIAL TAGUP OF 

R2 &ALL PLAYS AT 2ND 
AND 3RD BASE.

R2

R2 Runner on 2nd

R2

U3

BR
U1

R2

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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FLYBALL TO RIGHT FIELDERS LEFT -
CATCH

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

RF

LF Left Field

CF Center Field

R2 Runner on 2nd

Right Field

CF

U3

R2

LF RF

U3 MOVES INTO 
POSITION FOR A 

POSSIBLE PLAYAT 
3RD BASE.

U1 MOVES INTO POSITION 
FOR APOSSIBLE TAGUP OF 

R2 AT 2ND BASE.

PU HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR FAIR/ 
FOUL &CATCH/NO CATCH. PU WILL 

THEN RETREAT TO HOME.

R2

U3

U1

PU

PU

PU

R2

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1
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FLYBALL TO RIGHT | CENTER -
CATCH

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

RF

LF Left Field

CF Center Field

R2 Runner on 2nd

Right Field

U3
U1

R2

LF RF

U3 ENTERS THE INFIELD
AS SOON AS U1 GOES OUT.
HE OR SHE THEN MOVES
INTO POSITION FOR ANY
PLAYAT2ND OR 3RD BASE.

PU

U1 GOES OUT 
ON THE PLAY.

PU STAYSATHOME.

R2

CF

U3

U1

R2

U3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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FLYBALL TO RIGHT | CENTER -
NO CATCH

U3
U1

LF RF

U3 ENTERS THE 
INFIELD AS SOON AS U1 
GOES OUT. HE OR SHE 
WATCHES FOR BR’S 

TOUCH OF 1ST BASE.

PU STAYSATHOME &HAS BASE

R2

CF

R2

BR

U1 GOES OUT ON 
THE PLAY.

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF CF

R2 Runner on 2nd

Right Field Center Field

U3

U3

U1

R2

BR

TOUCH OF R2 AT 3RD BASE.

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Base Hit

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

R2 Runner on 2nd Base

U1

BASE HIT WITH 2 OUTS

R2

R2

BR

U1 DROPS DOWN AND 
HAS ALL PLAYS AT 
FIRST

U3 HAS ANY PLAY 
ON SECOND AND 

THIRD, INCLUDING 
THE BR

PU STAYSATHOME &HAS BASE

R2

BR

TOUCH OF R2 AT 3RD BASE.

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1U3

U3

U3

U1
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1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Base Hit

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

R2 Runner on 2nd Base

U1

OBVIOUS EXTRA BASE HIT WITH 2
OUTS
–NO IMMEDIATE PLAY INTO SECOND 
BASE

R2

R2

BR

U1 WATCHES BR’S 
TOUCH OF 1ST BASE 
AND COMMUNICATES 
TO U3 TO SLIDE. THIS 
TECHNIQUE MAY ONLY 
BE USED WHEN THERE 
IS NO IMMEDIATE PLAY 
AT 2NDON BR! 

U3 HAS ANY 
POTENTIAL PLAY ON 
R2 AT 2ND AND THIRD. 

U3 CHECKS U1 AND 
MAY SLIDE TO 3RD 

ONLY AFTER R2 
COMMITS HOME

PU STAYSATHOME &HAS BASE

R2

BR

TOUCH OF R2 AT 3RD BASE.

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1

U1

U3

U3
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U1

U3

PU

U3 HAS CF STRAIGHT IN, BACK, 
CF TO HIS RIGHT ALL THE 

WAY TO THE LF FENCE AND 
WILL GO OUT ONLY ON

TROUBLE.

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
INITIAL POSITIONS &OUTFIELD 
COVERAGE LESS THAN 2 OUTS.

CF

U1 HAS CF TO HIS LEFT  
ALL THE WAY TO THE RIGHT 

FIELDER

PU HAS RIGHT FIELDER 
GOING TOWARDS THE LINE..

R2

U3

CF

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

U1

PU

R2 Runner on 2nd

R3 Runner on 3rd

U3

Center Field

R2

R3

R3
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Base Hit

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

PU

R2

R2

R3

U3 U1

BR

R3R3 Runner on 3rd

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

R2 Runner on 2nd

U1

PU

U3

R3

R2

U1

BR

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
CLEAN HIT TO THE OUTFIELD

U3
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Fly Ball CATCH

CFFLYBALL TO LEFT FIELD -
CATCH

RF

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF Right Field CF Center Field

U3 GOES OUT ON THE PLAY.

PU STAYSATHOME AND WATCHES
R2’S TOUCH OF 3RD BASE.

LF

U3

U1 MOVES INTO POSITION 
TO WATCH POTENTIAL TAG 
UP BYR2 &HAS ALL PLAYS 

ON THE BASES.

PU

R2

R3

R2

R3

R2 Runner on 2nd

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

U1

PU

3rd Base UmpireU3

R3 Runner on 3rd

U1

R3

R2

PU
PU

U3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1

U1
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R2 Runner on 2nd

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

CFFLYBALL TO RIGHT FIELD LINE -
CATCH

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF Right Field CF Center Field

U3 OBSERVES POTENTIAL 
TAGUP OF R3 AT 3RD BASE.

LF

U3

R3 Runner on 3rd

R2

R3

R2

R3

RF

PU HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR FAIR/ 
FOUL &CATCH/NO CATCH. PU WILL 

THEN RETREAT TO HOME.

U3

R3

R2

U1

PU

PU

PU

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1 OBSERVES POTENTIAL 
TAGUP OF R2 AT 2ND
BASE.
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R2 Runner on 2nd

1st Base Umpire

Home Plate Umpire

Fly Ball CATCH

U1

PU

FLYBALL TO RIGHT|CENTER FIELD
- CATCH

3rd Base UmpireU3

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF Right Field CF Center Field

U3 ENTERS THE INFIELD AS 
SOON AS U1 GOES OUT. U3 HAS 
THE TAGUP OF R2 AT2ND BASE 
HAS ALL LAYSON THE BASES.

LF

U3 U1

R3 Runner on 3rd

R2

R3

R2

R3

RF

PU OBSERVES POTENTIAL TAGUP OF R3
AT3RD BASE &HAS PLAYAT THE PLATE.

CF

U1 GOES OUT 
ON THE PLAY.

U3

R3

R2

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

PUPU
PU 57



1st Base Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

FLYBALL TO RIGHT|CENTER FIELD
- NO CATCH

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF Right Field CF Center Field
LF

U3 U1

R2 Runner on 2nd R3 Runner on 3rd

R2

RF

CF

U1 GOES OUT 
ON THE PLAY.

R2

R3

U3 ENTERS THE INFIELD AS 
SOON AS U1 GOES OUT &HAS 

ALL PLAYSON THE BASES.

BR

U3

R2

U1

U3

BR

R3

PU Home Plate Umpire
R3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

PUPU
PU 58



1st Base Umpire

Fly Ball NO CATCH

U1

FLYBALL TO RIGHT|CENTER FIELD
- NO CATCH

3rd Base UmpireU3

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

LF Left Field

RF Right Field CF Center Field
LF

U3

R2 Runner on 2nd R3 Runner on 3rd

R2

RF

CF

R3

U1

BR

R2

R2
U1

U1

U3

R3

PU Home Plate Umpire
R3

BR

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
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Base Hit

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

CLEAN HIT TO THE OUTFIELD
WITH 2 OUTS

R2

U1

R3R3 Runner on 3rd

3rd Base Umpire

R2 Runner on 2nd

U3

U3 HAS R2 GOING 
INTO 3RD BASE.

U3 ALSO HAS 
FIRST PLAY ON 
BR INTO 2ND BR

BRU1 1st Base Umpire R2 R2

R3

PU Home Plate Umpire
R3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U3

U3
U3

60



U1

OBVIOUS EXTRA BASE HIT WITH 2
OUTS
–NO IMMEDIATE PLAY INTO SECOND 
BASE

R2

R2

BR

U1 WATCHES BR’S 
TOUCH OF 1ST BASE 
AND COMMUNICATES 
TO U3 TO SLIDE. THIS 
TECHNIQUE MAY ONLY 
BE USED WHEN THERE 
IS NO IMMEDIATE PLAY 
AT 2NDON BR! 

U3 HAS ANY 
POTENTIAL PLAY ON 
R2 AT 2ND AND THIRD. 

U3 CHECKS U1 AND 
MAY SLIDE TO 3RD 

ONLY AFTER R2 
COMMITS HOME

PU STAYSATHOME &HAS BASE

R2

BR

TOUCH OF R2 AT 3RD BASE.

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

U1

U1

U3

U3

Base Hit

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

R3 Runner on 3rd

3rd Base Umpire

R2 Runner on 2nd

U3

U1 1st Base Umpire

PU Home Plate Umpire

R3

R3

R3
61



Base Hit

Base RunnerBR

Runner’s path

BR

R3R3 Runner on 3rd

3rd Base Umpire

1st Base UmpireU1

U3

U3

U3 ENTERS THE 
INFIELD &HAS ALL 
PLAYSON THE BR.

U1
BRU3

U3

U1

R3

PU Home Plate Umpire PU STAYSATHOME. R3

3 UMPIREMECHANICS
CLEAN HIT TO THE OUTFIELD
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Runner on 2nd

Fly Ball CATCH

CFFLYBALL TO RIGHT LINE -
CATCH

3rd Base UmpireU3

RF

LF Left Field

Right Field

CF Center Field

U3 ENTERS THE INFIELD AS SOON AS U1 
GOES OUT. IF THE BALL IS NT CAUGHT, U3 

HAS ALL PLAYSON THE BASES.

LF

U3 U1

R3 Runner on 3rd
R3

RF

U1 GOES OUT 
ON THE PLAY.

U3

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

R3
U1 1st Base Umpire

R3PU HAS THE POTENTIAL TAGUP OF R3
AT3RD BASE &ANYPLAYATHOME.PU Home Plate Umpire 63



Runner on 2nd

Fly Ball CATCH

FLYBALL TO RIGHT LEFT
CENTRE FIELD - CATCH

3rd Base UmpireU3

RF

LF Left Field

Right Field

CF Center Field

U1

R3 Runner on 3rd
R3

RF

U1 ENTERS THE INFIELD AS 
SOON ASU3 GOES OUT. IF THE 
BALL IS NOT CAUGHT,U1 HAS 

ALL PLAYSON THE BASES.

CF

LF

U3 GOES OUT 
ON THE PLAY.

U3

U1

U1

3 UMPIREMECHANICS

R3
U1 1st Base Umpire

R3

PU HAS THE POTENTIAL TAGUP OF R3
AT3RD BASE &ANYPLAYATHOME.

PU Home Plate Umpire

U3

PUPU 64


